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send immediate notice thereof to Fort St. George that one or other of ^ those
gentlemen may set out to take the command of our forces in Bengal without
loss of time.
79.    Our late misfortunes in Bengal have fully evinced, by the incapacity
of the late Commandant  Minchin,   what   little regard ought to be paid to
seniority in the military line, on so important an occasion as the command
of our forces for ever so short a time.   Therefore, in case of a vacancy by
the death or any other event of Major Kilpatrik, you are to appoint the most
capable and unexceptionable officer to fill that important post provisionally
until Major Polier or Captain Calliaud arrives to succeed agreeable to what
is beforementioned.
80.    Should neither of those gentlemen succeed, then such capable  and
unexceptionable officer must continue to fill that post until we signifie our
further pleasure to you, and this you are to look upon as a standing rule
whenever there is a vacancy.
81.    Major Polier, by our express orders to  the President and  Council
at Fort St, George, was not to have a constant seat at the Council Board, but
to be always called thereto when  military affairs are under consideration,
or when he had any thing to propose in the military way, at which times he
was to have a vote and take his seat therein next below the second.   This
must be observed as a rule also in Bengal with respect to Major Polier and
all future Majors.   As Major Kilpatrick by our appointment is standing third
in Council this rule is not to affect him.
82.    It is with concern we are obliged in this place to take notice of a
very extraordinary letter addressed to us by Major Kilpatrick under date of
the 15th August 1756, which reflects on us for a partial conduct in regard to
him which we certainly have given no occasion for.   The nomination of a
Major at our three Presidencys is what we always have and shall continue
to reserve to ourselves.   Had seniority prevailed, we think Captain Campbell
had pretension to succeed at the time of the appointment of Major Heron
and the nomination of Captain Kilpatrick who thereby took rank of Captain
Campbell, occasioned the return of the latter, whose complaints were strongly
represented to us by persons of the highest rank here, and would perhaps
have been in  some degree relieved, had  not our high opinion of Colonel
Lawrence persuaded us that there were some sufficient reasons which induced
him to prefer Major Kilpatrick, which last, had he had the patience to have
waited the arrival of our letter to you of the llth of February 1756, would
have found his various complaints quite groundless; with respect to his com-
plaints about allowances mentioned in another letter of the 15 of January
following, he is certainly mistaken or misinformed, as it was always our inten-
tion that he should have the same appointment with all other Majors at our
other Presidencies, nor do we know of any other instance of any thing more
paid to any former Major than the sum of two hundred and fifty pounds
a year except Colonel Scott, who, contrary to our knowledge and first inten-
tion, did receive an additional pay of fifteen shillings a day, which we signified
our disapprobation of in the strongest terms and ordered to be discontinued
in future to any succeeding Majors, as well as of die most  unwarrantable
liberty you took in continuing the like allowance to Captain Minchin who
succeeded as Commandant,